IX

Devoid of finer emotions, a doctor is no better than
a tmtcner. A kind word or a gentle touch of the doctor,
will enable a patient to bear with an incurable suffering
or a very painful treatment. It is infinitely more so in
India, wnere ignorance, ill-health and poverty are insepar-
ably intertwined.

Medical treatment and modern medical treatment in
particular, is a costly affair then and now. With an ave-
rage annual per capita income of about Rs. 350 except
the top 15 or 20 per cent of the population, the rest can-
not afford proper modern medical attention. It does not
mean that the rest of the population should suffer and die,
deprived of the fruits of modern medicine and no decent
society tolerates such an unfortunate situation.

The doctor has a heavy and onerous social responsi-
bility in countering such predicament Hence it should be
the guiding principle of every doctor, that monetary consi-
derations should not bedevil doctor-patient relationships.
Even leaving alone idealistic considerations, it is bad busi-
ness for a doctor to allow any of his patients to suffer
unnecessarily or die, for want of money. Hence, it has
become common practice among many a doctor in our
cpujitry with its rich spiritual heritage to not only treat
patients free, if necessary, but to provide the much-needed
,4iugs a,nd diet, gratis.

One morning, a nice well-dressed young man brought
with a midwife, his 'wife' who was expecting a full
^1ivery.   His story was that he belonged to a village
$P miles away and that his wife was having 'pains'
previous two davs and in soite of the vigorous
y the midwife there was no delivery.

-<d* "T^e ^eard about your mtdwiferv skill:
no Consideration: please do your best for my wife.
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